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SUBJECT: MEETING BETWEEN PRIME MINISTER BURNHAM AND 
PRESIDENT CARTER 

REF: (A) STATE 42625, (B) GEORGETOWN 619 

1 . ACTING FOREIGN MINISTER HUBERT JACK CALLED ME TO HIS 
OFFICE THIS MORNING (FEB 24) TO DISCUSS PRIME MINISTER 
BURNHAM'S VISIT TO THE US. HE STARTED THE CONVERSATION BY 
ASKING DIRECTLY IF THE US WAS WAITING FOR ANYTHING FURTHER 
FOR THE GUYANESE OR ANY "SIGNALS" BEFORE DECIDING WHETHER 
AND WHEN BURNHAM COULD VISIT PRESIDENT CARTER. JACK ASSERTED 
THAT THERE IS AN IMPRESSION "THAT YOU ARE WAITING FOR A SIGNAL 
OR SOMETHING" BEFORE SCHEDULING THE MEETING. IF SO. HE SAID. 

THE GOG WOULD LIKE TO KNOW WHAT GUYANA COULD DO. 

2. 1 ASSURED JACK THAT THE US WAS NOT DELAYING ITS DECISION 
ON THE PROPOSED VISIT PENDING "SIGNALS” FROM THE GOG. THE 
PROBLEM WAS SIMPLY THE HEAVY, AND SOMETIMES UNEXPECTED, 

DEMANDS ON PRESIDENT CARTER S TIME. I MENTIONED THE RECENT 
VISITS OF PRESIDENT SADAT AND PRIME MINISTER BEGIN. 
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STRENUOUS EFFORTS OF THE WHITE HOUSE TO OBTAIN SENATORIAL 
SUPPORT FOR THE PANAMA CANAL TREATIES, AND A NUMBER OF 
PRESSING DOMESTIC ISSUES WHICH DEMANDED THE PRESIDENT S 
ATTENTION. I SAID THAT THE PROPOSED BURNHAM VISIT WAS 
AT THE TOP OF AMBASSADOR BURKE'S AGENDA FOR HIS DISCUSSIONS 
IN WASHINGTON AND THAT WHEN HE RETURNS HE WOULD BE ABLE TO 
PROVIDE SOME RESPONSE TO THE GOG. AS AGREED PRIOR TO 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


AMBASSADOR BURKE'S DEPARTURE, I DID NOT CONVEY THE MESSAGE 
IN REFTEL. 

3. JACK SAID THAT BURNHAM'S SCHEDULE COULD STILL BE 
ADAPTED TO MEET WITH PRESIDENT CARTER WHENEVER THE 
PRESIDENT COULD FIND TIME FOR HIM. HOWEVER, THE PERIOD 
FROM MID-MARCH TO THE END OF APRIL WOULD BE IDEAL FROM 
THE GUYANESE POINT OF VIEW. BURNHAM HAD COMMITMENTS TO 
TRAVEL TO OTHER COUNTRIES (INCLUDING THE SOVIET UNION) 

THIS YEAR AND WAS UNDER PRESSURE TO ESTABLISH HIS TRAVEL 
SCHEDULE. THE PRIME MINISTER HAS A STRONG PREFERENCE FOR 
A MEETING WITH PRESIDENT CARTER BEFORE GOING TO MOSCOW 
BUT HE COULD NOT KEEP STALLING THE SOVIETS INDEFINITELY. 

HE WAS WORRIED THAT ONCE HE SET A TRAVEL SCHEDULE IT 
MIGHT CONFLICT WITH THE TIME PRESIDENT CARTER EVENTUALLY 
COULD MEET WITH HIM. THEREFORE, JACK SAID HE WOULD LIKE 
TO KNOW THE FOLLOWING: 

A. WILL THE PRIME MINISTER'S VISIT BE SCHEDULED 
IN MARCH OR APRIL? 

B. CAN A MEETING BE SCHEDULED DURING 1978 AND . IF 
SO, DURING WHAT MONTH? 

5. JACK SAID THAT THE IMPORTANT THING NOW IS TO GET A 
RESPONSE EVEN IF IT IS TO SAY THAT THE VISIT WOULD BE 
INCONVENIENT DURING 1978. 
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6. JACK SAID THAT GUYANA HAD BEEN TRYING TO BE NON- 
ALIGNED ON EAST- WEST ISSUES. IN THE PAST THIS HAD NOT BEEN 
UNDERSTOOD BY THE MAJOR POWERS. THE US HAD APPEARED TO 
REGARD THE GOG AS NON-ALIGNED IN FAVOR OF THE EAST. ON 
THE OTHER HAND, SOVIETS WERE ACCUSING THE GUYANESE OF 
TILTING IN FAVOR OF THE US. JACK THEN REFERRED TO THE 
PROPAGANDA CAMPAGIN NOW BEING CONDUCTED BY THE OPPOSITION 
PEOPLE'S PROGRESSIVE PARTY (PPP) IN THE PRESS. THE THRUST 

OF THE PPP'S CAMPAIGN WAS TO ACCUSE BURNHAM OF HAVING 
FALLEN INTO THE ARMS OF THE "IMPERIALISTS". THE RESULT 
APPEARED TO BE THAT BOTH EAST AND WEST WERE HOLDING GUYANA 
AT ARM S LENGTH. 

7. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH JACK DID NOT EXPLICITLY SAY IT. HE 
INTIMATED THAT BURNHAM WANTS TO OBTAIN DIRECTLY FROM 
PRESIDENT CARTER AN INDICATION OF THE KIND OF RELATIONSHIP 
THAT GUYANA CAN HAVE WITH THE UNITED STATES. DESPITE THE 
IMPROVEMENT IN US-GUYANA RELATIONS DURING THE PAST YEAR, 

A QUESTION REMAINS AS TO WHETHER THE US WILL ACTIVELY HELP 
A SOCIALIST— ALBEIT PRAGMATIC AND NON-DOCTRINAIRE- 

GUY ANA DEVELOP ITS FULL ECONOMIC POTENTIAL. ONE 
SENSES THAT THE MODERATES IN THE GOG LEADERSHIP ARE 
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RELUCTANT TO HAVE BURNHAM SUBMIT HIMSELF TO THE POLITICAL 
DEMANDS THAT MOSCOW CAN BE EXPECTED TO PLACE UPON HIM 
IN RETURN FOR ANY ASSISTANCE WITHOUT FIRST HAVING A 
CLEAR IDEA OF THE OVERALL RELATIONSHIP HE CAN EXPECT 
WITH THE US. 

BLACKEN 

NOTE BY OC/T: DISTRIBUTION COORDINATED WITH MR. CAMP S/S-O. 
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